
Mercure  Hotel, Vientiane, Lao PDR 
April  29, 2011

Mobilizing Health Workers and Community 
Leaders for  Dengue Prevention  and  Control



Background

 In the last quarter of 2010, AED supported the 
Provincial Health Department  of Vientiane Capital in 
the development and printing of dengue posters, 
booklets and pocket-size guide. 
 Materials production is part of the health 
department’s plan to pursue a dengue campaign at 
the start of 2011. 

In 2010 dengue cases had been 
reported in the entire country.  Among 
provinces, Vientiane Capital reported 
the most number of cases particularly 
affecting the student population, aged 
15-24. 



Generating support 

Present at the opening were Mr Southany Saignasane, Deputy Director 
of Education Department ,  Mr Anton Schneider, AED Regional BCC 
Specialist,   Dr Phonepraseurth Ounaphon, Deputy Director of Vientiane  
Provincial Health Department, and Mr Bounthom from the Lao Youth 
mass organization.



Generating Support  

Education Sector 

“Teachers can help to prevent and 
control dengue. Our  department  
expresses its support to this activity 
because we know  that our students 
are at risk any time. If we provide 
them the correct messages, they 
can relay these to their parents and 
family.”

---Southany Saignasane
Deputy Director, Dept of Education

Vientiane Capital



Generating support

Lao Youth Union

“Our organization has been part of 
the government’s advocacy for AI, 
H1N1, other health issues and now 
dengue.  We appreciate being 
invited to this event, after which we 
can take home the messages and 
materials and share them with our  
members.”

--- BounthomPhuthavongsa
Head,  Lao Youth Union 

Vientiane Capital  



Generating support

USAID

“USAID has funded our activities 
on infectious diseases like  AI, 
H1N1 and dengue since 2006. We 
have worked closely with many 
partners including the health care 
workers who are close to the 
people in the community.”

----Anton Schneider
Senior BCC Specialist

AED Bangkok  



Training the Front Line 

With technical assistance from AED, the health department 
prepared  a one-day  training for 20 health workers to equip 
them with correct information, messages and materials to 
support the dengue campaign this year. 



The community champions

Joined by Lao Youth Leaders from 9 districts of the city



The community champions

The Lao Women Union representatives from 9 districts



The educators 

Teachers and district supervisors  in secondary schools, 
Vientiane Capital 



Messages and materials

Introduction and distribution of the dengue posters, 
booklets and pocket-size guides



Communicating effectively

Messages must be clear 
and  consistent . They 
must provide clear details 
on managing  one’s illness, 
while encouraging not to 
panic. People seldom 
panic if they have enough 
accurate information.”

AED Country Coordinator, Dr Cecile Lantican provided a session on 
communicating  the risk of dengue effectively. 



Vector control

Dr Phonepaseurth Ounaphon showed a checklist of mosquito 
breeding sites to be  surveyed, monitored and destroyed.



Planning the campaign  

By sector, participant s chart 
their campaign plans for the 
next  two months.



Drafting the district campaign plans



Monitoring and Reporting

Vientiane Capital Health Department takes the lead in 
monitoring the campaign  until June 2011. 



Thank you!

More encouraging support 
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